
Information You Need:  New Medicare-covered Equipment and Supplies Program In Your Community 
 
If you help people with Medicare get certain medical equipment and supplies, such as oxygen or power wheelchairs, you 
should know about a new Medicare program, called the Durable Medical Equipment, Prosthetics, Orthotics, and 
Supplies (DMEPOS) competitive bidding program, that may change the suppliers people with Medicare will need to use.  
 
The new program will begin January 1, 2011 in 9 areas around the country, including Charlotte-Gastonia-Concord, NC-
SC; Cincinnati-Middletown, OH-KY-IN; Cleveland-Elyria-Mentor, OH; Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX; Kansas City, MO-
KS; Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Pompano Beach, FL; Orlando-Kissimmee, FL; Pittsburgh, PA; Riverside-San Bernardino-
Ontario, CA.   
 
People with Original Medicare who live in or travel to one of these 9 areas with a prescription for any of the items 
listed below will almost always need to get these items from contract suppliers if they want Medicare to help pay for 
the item, unless their current suppliers become grandfathered suppliers (non-contract suppliers that choose to continue 
to provide certain rented equipment under the terms of the program). 
 
So people will need to find out which suppliers are Medicare contract suppliers to make sure their medical equipment 
and services will be covered by Medicare. You can find a list of suppliers included in the program by calling 1-800-
MEDICARE or by using the online supplier locator tool at www.medicare.gov/supplier.  The online supplier locator tool 
has been updated recently with new features for the competitive bidding program.  From www.medicare.gov/supplier, 
here’s how to access a list of Medicare DMEPOS Competitive Bidding Program contract suppliers for a particular 
beneficiary’s area:   

• enter the Medicare beneficiary’s zip code and click “Submit;”  
• a list of product categories will appear; those product categories with a star icon next to them are included in 

the competitive bidding program;  
• after selecting a competitive bidding product category, click “View Results” 
• a page will display stating you’ve selected a competitive bidding product category and briefly explain the 

program; click “Continue” 
• a list of all Medicare contract supplier locations in the competitive bidding area will appear.  

 
The 9 product categories that are included in the program are:  

1. Oxygen, oxygen equipment, and supplies 
2. Standard power wheelchairs, scooters and related accessories;  
3. Complex rehabilitative power wheelchairs and related accessories (Group 2 only); 
4. Mail-order diabetic supplies;  
5. Enteral nutrients, equipment, and supplies; 
6. Continuous Positive Airway Pressure (CPAP) devices and Respiratory Assist Devices (RADs) and related supplies 

and accessories;  
7. Hospital beds and related accessories; 
8. Walkers and related accessories; and  
9. Support surfaces (Group 2 mattresses and overlays in Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Pompano Beach, FL only).  

 
You can find more information on the Medicare DMEPOS competitive bidding program by visiting 
http://www.cms.gov/Partnerships/03_DMEPOS_Toolkit.asp. 
 
If you help people with Medicare who live in or travel to one of the 9 designated areas and who need one of the items 
included in the program, please make this information available to them. 
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