
Welcome to the sixth edition Marra’s Homecare Newsletter 
 

Summer it’s finely getting hot in the North Country (maybe to hot) 
 

  Wish the grass      wouldn’t grow so fast 
 
 
 

                                                                                                UUPPDDAATTEE  
  

LLEEGGIISSLLAATTOORR  IINNTTRROODDUUCCEESS  BBIILLLL  TTOO  RREEPPEEAALL  OOXXYYGGEENN  CCAAPP 
 

WASHINGTON – Joe Schwartz, a republican congressman and medical doctor from Michigan, introduced 
a bill that would repeal the 36 – month cap on Medicare oxygen reimbursement that was passed earlier this year 
as part of the Deficit Reduction Act (DRA). The bill would also restore ownership of oxygen equipment to 
providers. The DRA requires providers to transfer title of the oxygen equipment to beneficiaries after three 
years. 
 
Cosponsors of H.R. 5513, the Home Oxygen Patient Protection Act, include another doctor, Rep. Tom Price, R 
– Ga., and four representatives from Ohio: Ralph Regula, Patrick Tiberi, David Hobson and Tim Ryan. 
The oxygen cap has raised numerous patient – safety issues and AAHomecare and other patient provider 
stakeholder groups including Marra’s Homecare have vigorously opposed the changes. The chief worry: How 
will beneficiaries maintain the equipment following the 36 – month cap? 
 
“This bill can help a million Americans breathe easier,” said Tom Ryan, chairman of AAHomecare, in a 
release. The association urges all homecare providers, patients and their families to urge members of Congress 
to co-sponsor and pass this extremely important bill.” AAHomecare met with Schwartz to discuss the bill.  
 
In its release, the association acknowledged the efforts of Jackson, Mich. – based Great Lakes Home Health and 
Hospice and its CEO William Deary, in getting the bill introduced. 
 
“As a physician, Congressman Schwarz brings to the Hill a unique and important perspective regarding the 
challenges of both patients and healthcare providers, especially with regard to intelligent and pragmatic 
regulatory reform,” Deary said in the release. 
 
Oxygen therapy is critical to approximately one million Americans who suffer from respiratory illnesses such as 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and who require oxygen therapy under Medicare. Nationwide, 
as many as 15 million Americans have been diagnosed with COPD, which is a growing disease. It is a slowly 
progressive, incurable disease that causes irreversible loss of lung function. Though existing medications have 
not proven beneficial in reversing its effects, home oxygen therapy—when properly prescribed and 
maintained—can slow or stop lung degeneration.  
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Medical oxygen is a federal legend drug and the devices are prescription only. Transferring the burden of 
maintenance and repair of sophisticated oxygen technologies to the beneficiary presents serious risks to patient 
safety and care. Medical oxygen therapy at home costs an average of $2,400 per year under Medicare, about 
half the cost of an average single day in the hospital under Medicare.  
 
 
 

                                                                  PPlleeaassee  CCoossppoonnssoorr  HH..RR..  55551133,,  
                                          TThhee  HHoommee  OOxxyyggeenn  PPaattiieenntt  PPrrootteeccttiioonn  AAcctt  
 
 
 
As you may know, the federal budget bill passed by Congress earlier this year (the Deficit Reduction Act) will 
force oxygen users to assume ownership and responsibility for their oxygen equipment after 36 months of 
rental, under Medicare.  
 
Because of potential risks related to improper use of oxygen, the American Lung Association and other 
organizations opposed this change in Medicare policy.  We agree.  Medical oxygen requires a physician’s 
prescription.  Oxygen equipment requires strict adherence to FDA regulations as well as manufacturer service 
and maintenance requirements.   
 
Therefore, we urge you to support H.R. 5513, the Home Oxygen Patient Protection Act.  This bill that will 
change Medicare oxygen policy to the way it was before the Deficit Reduction Act was signed into law.  It was 
introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives by members of Congress from both parties, including two 
medical doctors currently serving in the House – Congressman Joe Schwarz of Michigan and Congressman 
Tom Price of Georgia.   
 
We understand the need to control spending in Medicare.  But the change in oxygen policy passed earlier this 
year will not save Medicare money.   
 
We ask you to call the U.S. House of Representatives and ask your Member of Congress to please 
cosponsor H.R. 5513, the Home Oxygen Patient Protection Act.   A call or letter from you at any time will 
be very helpful.  But on June 20, homecare providers will be meeting with Members of Congress in Washington 
to discuss this issue, so a call on June 19 or 20 will help us make a strong case for preserving sensible oxygen 
policy in Medicare.  
 
The switch board number at the U.S. Capitol is 202-224-3121.  You can look up your Member of Congress and 
at www.house.gov or at www.aahomecare.org.  
 
                                                                                                            Thank you for your help. 
                                                                                                                 Marra’s Homecare 
 

                                                                              
                                                                        J.C.A.H.O. Accredited
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                                            CCOOMMIINNGG  TTOO  NNOORRTTHHEERRNN      NNEEWW  YYOORRKK  
  
              MMaarrrraa’’ss  HHoommeeccaarree  iiss  pprroouudd  ttoo  aannnnoouunnccee  tthhaatt  wwee  wwiillll  bbee  ooppeenniinngg  aa  tthhiirrdd  llooccaattiioonn    
  
                                                                    IINN    PPOOTTSSDDAAMM    NNEEWW  YYOORRKK      
  
TToo  bbeetttteerr  sseerrvvee  aallll  ooff  oouurr  ppaattiieennttss  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss  MMaarrrraa’’ss  wwiillll  bbee  ooppeenniinngg  aa  nneeww  ssttoorree  aatt  2244  MMaarrkkeett  SSttrreeeett  iinn                                       
ddoowwnnttoowwnn  PPoottssddaamm..  
  
                          WWiitthh  tthhiiss  nneeww  llooccaattiioonn  wwee  wwiillll  aabbllee  ttoo  sseerrvviiccee  aa  wwiiddeerr  aarreeaa  ooff  NNoorrtthheerrnn    NN..YY..  
  

                                       
  
                          To all of our patients and customers in St. Lawrence County   
                                                                 Watch for our 
 
                             GGRRAANNDD  OOPPEENNIINNGG  IINN    PPOOTTSSDDAAMM      
  
  
EEMMPPLLOOYYEEEE  HHIIGGHH  --  LLIIGGHHTTSS::  
  
TThhee  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  ooff    MMaarrrraa’’ss  HHoommeeccaarree  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  wweellccoommee  aabbooaarrdd  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  nneeww  eemmppllooyyeeeess::  
  
WWaayynnee  WWiinntteerrss                  ((NNeeww  PPoottssddaamm  SSttoorree))  
GGaaiill  LLaammbbeerrtt                          ((BBiilllliinngg  DDeepptt..  WWaatteerrttoowwnn  MMaaiinn  OOffffiiccee))                                                
RRhhoonnddaa  MMoonnrrooee                ((CCuussttoommeerr  SSeerrvviiccee  WWaatteerrttoowwnn  MMaaiinn  OOffffiiccee))  
MMiicchheellllee  HHoouussee                  ((CCuussttoommeerr  SSeerrvviiccee  WWaatteerrttoowwnn  MMaaiinn  OOffffiiccee))  
SShhaauunn  RReenneerr                            ((DDrriivveerr  TTeecc..  WWaatteerrttoowwnn  MMaaiinn  OOffffiiccee))  
RRoobbeerrtt  LLaappllaaccaa                    ((DDrriivveerr  TTeecc..  WWaatteerrttoowwnn  MMaaiinn  OOffffiiccee))  
CChhrriiss  MMccCCaarrtthhyy                  ((RReessppiittiioorryy  tthheerraappiisstt  WWaatteerrttoowwnn  MMaaiinn  OOffffiiccee                                                
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                                                        CCOONNGGRRAATTUULLAATTIIOONNSS  TTOO  MMAARRYY  &&  JJIIMM  

                                                                              JJUUNNEE  1177              22000066  
                                                                      WWIISSHHIINNGG  YYOOUU  BBOOTTHH  TTHHEE  BBEESSTT  
  
                  AA  ssppeecciiaall  TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU  ttoo  JJeeffff  VVaannBBrroocckkllyynn  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss  ooff  sseerrvviiccee  ttoo  MMaarrrraa’’ss  HHoommeeccaarree  
                                                                                                              WWee  wwiisshh  yyoouu  ggoooodd  lluucckk  iinn  aallll  yyoouu  ddoo  
  
  
BBIITTSS’’NN  PPIIEECCEESS::  
  

                                                        
  
MMEEMMOORRAABBLLEE  QQUUOOTTEESS::  
  
AA  ffaatthheerr  bbrroouugghhtt  hhiiss  ssoonn  iinnttoo  tthhee  ddooccttoorr  bbeeccaauussee  tthhee  bbooyy  hhaadd  aa  mmaattcchhbbooxx  ccaarr  sshhoovveedd  uupp  hhiiss  nnoossee..  AAllll  tthhee  wwhhiillee  
tthhee  ddooccttoorr  wwaass  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  rreemmoovvee  tthhee  ccaarr,,  tthhee  ffaatthheerr  kkeepptt  ssaayyiinngg  ““II  ddoonn’’tt  kknnooww  hhooww  hhee  ddiidd  iitt!!””  FFiinnaallllyy  tthhee  ddooccttoorr  
rreemmoovveedd  tthhee  ccaarr,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffaatthheerr  aanndd  ssoonn  lleefftt..  
  
AA  ffeeww  hhoouurrss  llaatteerr,,  tthhee  ffaatthheerr  ccaammee  bbaacckk  wwiitthh  tthhee  mmaattcchhbbooxx  ccaarr  sshhoovveedd  uupp  HHIISS  nnoossee..  HHee  ttoolldd  tthhee  ddooccttoorr,,  ““II  kknnooww  
hhooww  hhee  ddiidd  iitt!!””  
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